
Dimensioning

Rules

• Each dimension should be shown on the drawing only once.

• Place the dimensions on your drawing so that they can be read from either the 
bottom or the right-hand side of the page.

• Always measure in millimetres unless instructed otherwise.

• Figures should not touch outlines, dimension lines or centre lines

• before a dimension denotes the diameter of a circle. R denotes radius.

- on circles, always dimension the diameter, never the radius
- On curves, arcs and rounded corners, always show the radius



Dimensioning

Rules Overall dimensions are placed 
further away from the drawing

Intermediate dimensions are 
placed in line. This is known as 
chain dimensioning

Figures on vertical 
dimension lines 
are read from the 
right-hand side.

Always show the 
diameter of a circle, 
never its radius.

Leader lines: 
Leave a small 
gap to avoid 
confusing the 
leader line with 
the outline of 
the drawing.

More than one dimension 
can be taken from a single 
line. This line is called the 
datum line
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